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SUBJECT: TRUDEAU APRIL 5 PRESS CONFERENCE: VIEWS ON 
QUEBEC WHITE PAPER 

REF: QUEBEC 143 

1 . LARGE PART OF PRIME MINISTER TRUDEAU'S APRIL 5 PRESS 
CONFERENCE WAS DEVOTED TO RECENT QUEBEC GOVERNMENT WHITE 
PAPER ON LANGUAGE (REFTEL). WHEN ASKED ABOUT POSSIBILITY 

OF FEDERAL GOVERNMENT CHALLENGE, TRUDEAU NOTED THAT "AS 
LONG AS LAW IS NOT PROMULGATED, LAW WHICH WILL FOLLOW 
WHITE PAPER, I THINK THAT IT IS ENTIRELY IMPOSSIBLE TO 
SPECULATE EITHER ABOUT DISALLOWANCE OR ABOUT RECOURSE TO 
A JUDICIAL TRIBUNAL TO TEST ITS ULTRA VIRES CHARACTER, 

ETC... I FIND THAT BATTLE IS POLITICAL, MORE THAN 
JURIDICAL OR CONSTITUTIONAL." 

2. SPEAKING GENERALLY OF APPARENT PARTI QUEBECOIS (PQ) 

AIMS, TRUDEAU SAID: "NO ONE SHOULD BE SURPRISED PQ 
GOVERNMENT, IN SPITE OF ITS ELECTION ATTITUDE IS SAYING, 

'WE WANT AN INDEPENDENT QUEBEC 1 . HOWEVER, I WOULD THINK 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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THAT EVEN CERTAIN PEOPLE WHO BELIEVE IN INDEPENDENCE 
WILL BE SHOCKED THAT IN AN INDEPENDENT QUEBEC THERE WILL 
BE NO ROOM FOR ENGLISH SPEAKING MINORITY, OR, MORE 
PRECISELY, THAT HISTORIC RIGHTS OF ENGLISH SPEAKING 
MINORITY THAT HAS BEEN THERE FOR 200 YEARS, WILL BE WITH- 
DRAWN OR RESTRICTED... THIS IS NOT ONLY VERY SERIOUS, 

BUT VERY REVEALING. IT SHOWS PQ IN ITS TRUE COLORS, 
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WHICH ARE THOSE OF AN ETHNIC-CENTRED SOCIETY." 

3. COMMENT: TRUDEAU REMARKS REPRESENTED PATENT EFFORT TO 
PICTURE PQ GOVERNMENT AS TRYING PUSH.THROUGH LANGUAGE 
PROGRAM, QUEBEC BACKWARDS TO ISOLATED, MONOLITHIC AND 
UNJUST SOCIETY OF "THE DARK AGES". AT SAME TIME, HE 
GAVE NO INDICATION OF WHAT FEDERAL GOVERNMENT MIGHT DO TO 
CHALLENGE LEGISLATION WHICH WILL FOLLOW THE WHITE PAPER. 

ENDERS 
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